
E'lITERTAINMENT

I \ " !s ic,  ' , / i th snsl1 ensembles, v iol in istsr p,nd bands uere cor"Jlon in the neishbolhoods of

our cer ' rp. ,  Austr ian, end Baher, l lsn arcestors vho csme to tr is count lT in the:niC nineteenth

celturf , r .  Our trpndfpther Dlayed the viol lnr €nd Aunt Elvlna f lchordednfor hin on the piano.

0rrr  nother rel . ted th"t  she ofter went i lencing l i th her fether who rnas an erpert  doing the

tr i lgrr ,  and t \c rolka, tvo-step, qu€dri ] le,  snd squ.re dencinE r. tere sl1 comnon dsnce fo ns,

Mother told us th€t her nother frornred on their  fFtherrs love for dencing ss she consldeled

it  s i . ful ,  ard pfrost i r ral ip ious, she bei, .g a ver.v str ict  Cathol ic.

ooera houses uhere vaudevilfe and circus gcts vere oerfonned 1,ere founal 1n neny snel1 towns

in the 1"te xi leteenth century. Qui l t i r ]g trbeesrt  for the uomen uere custonary as they

q"thered in eEch oiherrs hornes to mske qul l ts by st i tching 1€yers of febr ic tolrether !" i th

a oaddine of cotton bstt ing betveen theE, snd then st i tc\ lng them tbroughout the qui l t  i l l

spaces "bout six inches apsrt ,  I .  th is l /ayr t l r - .  qui l ts i 'ere insulpt€d for uarnih. As thev

beca.ne uorn thev vere patchedr or ro-sev'n, snd p,tch-oul l t  desipns vere nad" f lom Dioces

end remsnts of colored E.d f lovered, or f ipured cal ico nFter iel .

Dard genes, ehd hou-se nart ies vere comnon, recipr icatory betueen nei. 'hbors. Thp l iv ing

roorn rug lrould be "o11ed up, i r rr i ture set asl i le,  and th-.  nolka Prd quPdri l le danced to

ih-.  nusic of s couDl, .  of  f iddlers. Al tays I  lunch vas servdr aid ho"le mcde vine 1,,4s

€vei lsble for t lne '" , ren. A 1ot of poDcorr ! ,ss epterr a '1d i l ]  our home, i t  vas en elmost

nisht ly r i tual  to poD corn i r  e f lspi i lerrr  o!  the uood stove for our dad end the hir€d man

after they f in ished the eve. irq chores.

(1,I , .  plra\ .s hed a hired men l iv i rc in our house' and

vas given oi le of the l rrgest bedrooins in the house.

b u  T  " l w . v s  h ' d  i _ . 4  t " s l  o f  - L i h o  t ' ' o  r ' i r . d  a s r r s

he uas ] lke p€rt  oj '  the f tni ly,  and

' B u s l l y  u e  t , i d s  d i d n r t  - 1 e k a  o u r  ! a d s ,

bed, and t idying hls roord l lheJ] I  vasn' t

l roi iE to school.  )

Visi t lng ielFt ives on Sunday sfternoon u€s €ntert . innentr too. I  donrt  reneiber goinq

visi t ing in horso-drpvm reponsr but vhen r,re cot a carr rre I ' joD1d visi t  I 'nc1e chrr l ie and

Arlnt Ed€ I IeLb1, or l rnc1e Cb.r: l ie end Aunt Martha Ye1k. But,  T . l r"ral 's renenber tha oideal

of | tp-. t t ing al l  of  the klds dressed znd readylr  to go 6s there tere several  -vounger th€n I

to wash anrl  ,Jress, and aluays a baby for qotheT to c.rr ,v in her €rms. f  rsnernber our



bei.p creaned fnto tte b.�ct @et vas soo4r t'ld 'rlth

the ls inpfass ulndolts blckfet l  on 1n rslny vesther.  Ded l iked best to qo to 'Jrcle : \e: l ie

Beblers, as the-y could tafk Dol i t ics tocether '  Mother €rC Irmt lde vere f 'vor i le sisters '

and l  l iker l  to go there bestr toor b-ocause ue nis.ht be Pble to l^ l€de in the creek ol  : - :ei i

fsrn, ani l  then, l . Ie 211,rays hadl a Pool-r  dinner t \at  I  Cidnrt  have to help meke, Butt  these

visi ts tere reclDrocrtecl '  and then i t  vas our turn to prepare the neel end serve i t '

With no : lonp-distance r. :ele.hones to use to nake Dlans for get- togetheis,  let ters hed to

be sent.  or sonet in-os, conDen:t  vould arr ive unexDectedly '  Then the nen voufd vis i t t  and

the voncn busy th-onselves pre.paring a meal as quickly as possible '  The Ls$rences'  distant

re1?t ives, she sone,vhet psychoneurot ic,  and vi th a 1rrge, poor f€ni1yt caine freouent ly

arld urexrectecly on Sunday sfterltoon, alweys ln tine for

a.noyed, ]rut oui noth,.r elueys tr-.at-^,i ber vith klndness

!1ea1 for them rl ich thev consuned l, ] i th obvious hunqer,

f r  1882, Rir1al inF Brothers End Barnun end Bpi le).  Circus or ipin, ted in l , l isconsin, to beco&e

the rrgreatest shov on esrthrt .  r t  v€s mov,-d ty real l ror<r,  cnd able to travel throu'hout

t le area, a '1 '-r  , .veniu.1ly the countr l r ,  The ci fcus, v i th sie.n locomotiv_o, crrved vFp,ons,

vi ld.r inal  exhibi t ions, n:n-sF"ies, equcstr i . r  ect. ,  iucol--rs,  c louns, n ' ' . .ners, and pygoies

Iras :r  big event io uatch, D"rt icular ly the parade, unt i : l  Fuch i in_. as i t  disFrDDe€red vh,on

e r r t o  t r E f f i c  r F d e  i t  d i i i i c r r : l t  i o  c l e e r   " e  s t r e e t s .  1 - r o n c e d  t o  s e c  t h e  c i r c u s ,  a n d

the t i i ! '  l l . iscolsin State F"ir  in l4l lvaukee, but f  never sot to eir ,ner.

ls a kid,  l t  seen-.C ve had l i t t t - .  choice of g€nes o" e!1t-crtalnne!1t.  l te Or"""drr l i5" ' : id

seek in the yard in surnn-.r  t ihe, or in th--  house in \^rrnter tr"e. on the short  s ideuarr

\ . ie hed leaCins fron the ki tchen norch to the r l r ive_way, ue Dlayed hoFEscoth, nrrhles, snal

jacks i . l i th e r ,rbber ba11. 1, le hsd .o rof ler skates, ice skateg, bicycles, but usuel ly hsal

a  s l € d .
Barn dances r.rere ' teld 

ln the 1?t6 spr ins snd sunner r i rh en al l  of  the hay in the fof t  had

been used, enC 1n the 1920rs rnd 30rs the blg nane bsnds cane to the Sun pr.?ir ie park

?"vi11ion rout inely "4urinp thst er€ of . r i t terbugging, fox trot ,  sa:rrba, etc.

The courtry school,  0?k Larr 'n,  uas e center for Christmss prosrens, spe11i"1S bees, anal

Msy bssket soci€ls,  As there l rere no f lor, /er shops then, ln our e!ea, in uhlch to buy

s n d

evelinp nea1. our Dad uas

chsrity, and preDard a



flo{ers, ve u6nt lnto the eoods to Dlck vlldflctvers-vloletst nayflov€trst lllles of the

vpl. le.y e' ld jeckf in-the Dul l tst  fastened then to the bsskets'  snd f i1 led thetr  \ t i th a lunch'

The baskeis vere ?uct iol ted off  v i th the hiqhest bidder arnong the men having the pr ivelese

to est thc lunch ui th the gir l  l lho made the besket.

The l i t t le vi l l "pe of Srrn Prei i ie l l .s .  gathering Dlsce for the men st the berber shopt

blacksnith shoFr grocery store'  Dost off ice'  or ssloon ui th i ts snl toors for r-of i lse fronl

chevinq tobacco, Dlus tobacco, snuff ,  hol ] lenEale cig€rs or cig.rettes. Our Dad usual ly

ro11ed cfushe-d to]r?cco into cig,rett . .s '  occasionel ly snoked ciFers'  but never chev€d

tobacco, so there lere no soi toons in our house' (wetyn ana I  copl 'catte ' l  the slrLokine of

clsarettes. f  started by steal ing our ' ls i l rs i tKingr!  c lsarettes from the nacks he plsced

on the ledg,a of t ! - .  oak doo" frPne in t t - '  k i ichen' Cy and Jerode snoked; too'  ln eFrly

years, but both geve i t  up leter on.)

On ',lerinesdry end Ssturalsy nirhts, in the sr.rnmertimer -the vl11'ge band play"d in the bend-

stpnd, .rd i t  t , ,as a sneclef t reat i f  ue could go to tor ' rn Li th our ' l2d to l isten to the band

snd u€lk uD Frd doun the str- 'et  l i th a pir l  f r iend \" 'h i1e our Dad vcs vis i t ins l , l i th his

fr ie.nds. Our .other steyeal home l i th the kids snd did her seving €nd ' ' lending'

Danc,os were elso held in the Psrish I l€11 in ihe 20rs and 30rs, squere dences alvays being

a Da?t of the orofr€n.



( , )

I  ney heve D1:yed , ,r i th qvel) 'n or l i lats old dol1st but l  donrt  r- 'c.11 ery tovs or !1ay-

things th?t ni ,are or ic ir le l ly nine. 0ne Iemory, probably colnnensat io.  lor t !a reel t l r ing,

is thFt,  in -<umm6r, vhen the corn cr ib \ ias enn-ty,  T l rou:Ld ! 'o there vhere I  h:d set of f

6 l i t t le corr. ] r  cf  i t  as ny. ley house. lJ i th E brother three yeers o]der the."r  I r  a.d a

sister thre€ J 'eFrs younper,  I  hed .o .1a) 'nFter anC sc I  r ' :ad' .  be1ie1te. There, I  nixed

dir t  -nd reter tooethcr to nake nud, and 43de ny oun ninisture nl :y hDuse { i1h o1d boxes

or st icks, €.rd t l re rnud f iqrr , .s of r layrnrtes, or do1ls in th. t  l i t t le structure. I  seeired

to f ind Dleesur-.  in or ins tc t l re corncr ib to fentssl ter or I  ' " rould si t  oi  ihe tooden gsie
or va.der srourld in the -{oods lookins for i lovers,

to t t re roods, /or :1k do n to Cr.ndna Blaskars \ . tbere sie el \ . reys seelnec to be bekins such

good enellillg bread and kucheis. She vorrld a1\.rays qive ne freshr va"rlr broad ',/ith brovn

sDspr and butter on i t ,  s,rch e treat,  l ' lever forsottPl l .  l lother tolC ne years later thet

shc Fhevs t lou,rht I  v€s the ' rdi f ferentn one emonP her chi ldrFnr €rd sort  of  .  lone chi ld.

' lhere is e r : , ictrrre oa me si t-Li ! }s on the voode.r sPie to ihe uoodsr the' lonely urchin, l

I  pert ic l !?te' i  in very 1i t t1e i f ter-school stort  or ertra-cr.ur icul .  I  ect iv i ty as i  r^ras

expect-al  to get hone as soon ss.osslble to he1p. !ut ,  es t  had no indeDenCent tr6n6Dort-
the 2t ni lcs

2t ion 1. hish school,  ux:Less I  valked, I  never Fot hone f lon school pror. try '  of ten, ou'

rother uoufd st i l l  be in the f ie lds, so suprrelr  .eedeC tD be started, : rnd n.ybe ihe noon

. l ishes st i l l  to be r^,€shed, es neel m.Li4p erd dish rrpshing l^rere never ending chores'  elong

vith a basket ol  i ronins l^ 'ai t i ra to be ' lone.


