(1) MEMCRIES OF HOME 1922.1934
I was & baby when the family movediinto our new house, lerge and modern for its day
with a central steam heating system, "running water" with a bsthroom "upstairs", and a
sink off the kitchen downstairs., Nonetheless, we pumped water from the well for drinking,
not a pleasant job in wintertime in snowbanks, or in iecy conditions,
the water pall with a dipper for drinking sitting on a table next Yo the stove., The entire
family used the same dipper for drinking the water, end nothing was thought of the practice,
althourgh it may have facilitated the spread of the colds and communicable diseases among
the children when those epidemies surfaced.
The parlor, off the front porch, at the front of the house facing the road, wss furnished
with an oak sofa and chair, upholstered in brown leather, an ogk library tsble with the
family album placed on the lower shelf, a glass kerosene lamp on a crocheted runner atop
the tsble, a lsrge fern at the front bay window, 2 player plane on one wall, and the
Romsn chair,in which our parent's wedding plcture was taken, on 2 small side wall between
the entrance door and the folding double doors thet led to the dining room. 4s I recall,
the parlor wss used infrequently, and in winter time was closed off to preserve the heat
in the other rooms, ILsce curtains hung st the windows,
The Dining Room, with another door tc the front porch, was spacious, no doubt to accommo-

meals for the
date the large family, and the/large crews of nelghbors required, at intervals, for the

communal threshing of grain, filling the silo, and for entertainment of friends, relatives,

gnd neighbors when house varties and card-playing was common, The Edison phoncgraph, pur-
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- - ckhamed in sat on the north wall between the entrance door and = bip bey window,
The esst side 0F the room wes s bank of windows with a buili-in shelf beneath them where
our mother's msny plants thrived in the east exposure with morning sun. OUn the south wall
with the pantry behind it was a built-in glass china closet with mother's treasured plates,
bowls, and china used for special ocecesions. {(Ultimately, around 1925, this@reasure was
blasted into bits and pieces when Jerome, playing with our father's shot-gun, gccidentally
shot it off narrowly missing the heads of Jusnita and I &s I was sitting in a rocking chsilr
with her on my lep as she was 111, and I was tending her while mother was working in the

kitchen. Fortunately neither of us was injured. ) A brown lesther upholstered couch usually
sat along the east wass. On the west wall between the parlor and bedroom was an osk buffet

with sttached mirrored back, and between the bedroom snd kitchen entrsnce was a bbok: case

with a convex glass door with remOVable shilves, =nd an attached writing desk. Instead of

books, an American eagle sat on a wood perch in the book case, having been shot by our Dad

on his father's farm

when he was eighteen vears of age.. An osk dining table and chairs sat in the center of the
room beneath the chandelier, the table belng extendable to seat at least 20 people. The

old,
floors were of oak, and were varnished, (I remember the tedious task of removing the/var—

nish each spring, cleaning the floor, snd then re-varnishing them under the supervision of

our mother.)



(2) ' ‘
The bedroom, off the living room and kitchen, was originally used by mother =nd Dsd, and

later, became a sort of den. The sewing m@chine was in this room in summer, but in the
kitchen in winter where it was then warm enough for our mother %0 pursue her endless task
more snd more difficult ss her eyesight became less acute,

of sewing, mending snd altering clothing,/ I don't remember the mores affluent days when
a sesmstress would come to the house for a week, or iwo, in spring and fall to sew for

(Qur mother wore bustles and wire framed skirts until?)
our mother, Evelyn and Lila., Laster, it beceme too exvensive, and mother tried to "make-
over Evelyn snd Lila's clothing for Jusnita and me. Unfortunstely, I was = biggei};:gson
than either Evelyn or Lila, go wearing their clothes was pretty much a disaster, and trying
to wear their shoes was plain misery.with my feet being at least two sizes larger than either
of theirs, I simply never had the right fit in either clothing or shoes, and as a teenager
miserably embarrsssed, As children, we had tc wear long underwear to brave the cold and
the gnowbanks as we walked to the country school. Needless to say, it wasn't easy to pull
the cotton stockings over them, so they were always "bulgy", and of course pants were un-
heard of for girls in those days. Menstruation was another embsrressing problem as there
was no Kotex, We used regs, pinned to another piece of rag used as a string around our
waist to hold the rags in vlace. These sometimes came loose in our bloomers, and I re-
member once the whole assemblage of rags fell’out of my pants on Main Street one day, I
tried to cross the street in a hurry ! 4nd, quite frequently, blood was evident on the

gkits of egirl's dresses, and often on my own.

The Kitchen was also a quite laree room with & panitry off from it, and on the opposite
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Bell televhone was sttached, As I recall, we had four rings on our party line. There was
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g 1ittle erenk on the right—hend side of it thet we could "ring-up" neichbors, or the
operstor if we wsnted to talk to somecne "in town". A screened porch was off the esst
entrance door, and scross from it,on the west side, the back porch thet led %o the ¥ind-
mill and the milk house where the cream, butter, snd milk were stored in the water tank,
We threw the dirty dish-water off the back porch, as the washroom sink drainage was poor,
(Potstoe peels and vegetable trimmings saved in s pail and taken to the hog pen,
and non-existent in the winter time when it was "frozen-up", In lster years, when canned
food was bought commercislly, the tin cens and garbage was thrown off the back porch onto
a plle in the corner. With a family of eleven, we neturally had a large kitchen table ,
covered with oileloth, where all meals were eaten, The olleloth beceme pretty well worn

before replacement as in addition to meals, studyine was done there, mother's patterns

uare ent  mendine and Datgbiggﬂigpk plsce there, and kids did their homework there after

J il —_—
(Now, herdly anythine is r —-__wood and coal
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when the other rooms were too cold for comfort. Usually on une wac.. . L

a toothpick holder, mustard, ketchup covered with a dish towel. The wood stove stood on
one wall with & 10-foot high water tank on one side which was connected to the stove for
hesting water for kitchen snd bath use, and sometimes, if 1t worked, for the upstairs
bathroom. Hot wster for the upstairs sink and tub could not be obtained unless the kitchen

stove was fired up as the hot water had to come from the water tank rttached to the stove.




Most of the time, there was little hot water. The wooden teble next to the stove was

used for prepsring the meals, Always there was a big dishpan of potatoes to be peeled

on it, snd vegetsbles to be cleaned. The water peil and dipver at the far end so we

could walk unp to it and take = drink, Prepsration of the pies sand cskes was done in the

pantry. Most everything we had to eat was grown on the farm, but 100-pound sacks of sugar

and flour were bourht and stood on the floor in the pantry for the cakes and ples that were

made every day, Sugar and molasses cookies were made almost 2s frequently so we could take

gsome of them to school for our lunch, (When the sacks were empty, the seams were ripped

out, then soaked in lye, and bleache& in the sun for use as dish towels.) Mlice were always

a problem in the nantry so mousetraps were baited with cheese and set routinely, and on

oceasion one of the manyoecats inlthe yard would be brought in to exterminste the mice.

A heslthy meal, in large proportions, was prepared three times a day as the hired man and

ded required a sood meal for the day's work, and the children needed it es well for growth

and energy, Our mother was always first one up in the morning to fire up the wood stove,

and have breskfast ready for evervone., Fried potatoes and eggs,with perhaps sausage,was

made for the men along with ostmeal being a staple for everyone with cream direct from the

freshly seperated milk served with it for a high-caloric, hardy mesl with which to begin
home-made

the day. 4s there were no electric toasters, we usually ate/bread, or home-msde rolls

thet were also haked every few days, Sometimes we would place bresd between & wire holder

with a handle on it, and hold it over the coals in the stove to meke toast. Always there




was homesde jam or Jelly to use wiltn the breac Oor rolis, Aa§ a chliid, 1 Jon°L DeBefoaEb
eating cereal, but later cereals were processed at the Battle Creek Sanitarium Health
Foods plent. Some of the first ceresls vere Elyashs Mamma, later cslled Post Toasties,
variety of
and Charles Willism Post developed the/"resdy to eat" cereals, Grape Nuts and Postum.
L]

The biggest meal was vrevared at noon, and called dinner, again with the working men in

gravy,
mind with their heavy manusl labor in those days. Always there was meat, potatoes,/a
vegstable, frequently cole slaw, bread, and ple as a dessert., The evening meal was just

about as large, but perhaps with more baloney and sausape than pork chops of beef roast

being prepsred, snd a czke ingtead of ple for dessert..

For all of my young yesrs, st home, fhe wood floor was uncovered, and vernished as in the

other rooms, but worn and dirty with the traffic @fom_optsidg_p?;pg_sgntered in the kitchen,

A diffienlt job I often had was to scrub that floorflon hands and knees" until it was clean

and white, but it never stayed that way for long, We did have & few braided rugs placed
work table, and

before the stove{at the entrances from the porches, with gunny sacks just outside the doors

to clean one's shoes before entering the house. On the edge of the porch was a metal blade

imbedded in the cement for the men to use to slide their shoes across to remove the mud and

manure from their shoes before coming indoors. Even so, cleaning the kltchen floor was

everlasting., Much later, after I was gone from home, a linoleum flooring was laid in the

kitechen,




'| . .
Femilies in towm usually had ice-boxes with lce-dellvery service to their homes, The ice-

man was #]ways welcome, and even to the kids who would follow him in hopes that when hés
gongs grasped a big hlock of irn/some of it might fall off/and they could have a litile
chuﬁk.éf'ice to suck on, _ or trimmed it to weieht desired hv a customer,

Those of ue who lived on farms could obtain ice from the ice-house sbout three miles away.
Here the 1ice, taken from the 0ld Leke during the wintertime by the neighhorhood of farmers
ss stored for use in the summer by those families who had contributed to cutting, heuling,
and storiﬁq it Anrine the winter months. We used it prim-rily to make home-made %ce crea,
big treet, and perhaps the best tasting ice-cream ever, as pure cream was used in  and
1ila hsd obtained an excellent recipe for chocolste ice cream which was yummy. We kids
“}s would take turns turning the ice cream maker, until it was done, and then it would he taken
to the cool basement to preserve the ice it was packed 1n for as long as pessible.
S : perhans in the lste 1930's %7
By the time we had a refrigerstor,/I hsd already left home, so I never enjoyed that luxury

while living at home, or the electric stove, or washing machine,

We 4id hﬁve = radio for & few yesrs before I left as 1ila's boyfriend, Howard Fuhrman,
gave her one thet hecame the coveted vossession in the household,

(4)

Before the advent of electricity in the kerosene lamns and lanterns had to be
cleaned everyday, the lamps for the house, and the-lanterns for light in the barn to do
the milking and chores. There was no refrigeration in the home during my young years,
any foods that needed to be kept coo¥as well as jello, to set

until gbout 1940 (?). Therefore,/milk,cream, and butter}%ere stored either in the cistern
in the basement, or In the milk house where the cool well water ran through the tank,
I don't remember pots and peils for excreta, but assume they were used in the Mold house™
before I was born, Although we had running water in the kitchen washroom and bathroom
upsteirs, it was not reliable unless there was sufficient wind to turn the windmill, On
those meny occasions, we were reguired to use the "bgckhouse" for our physiological
functions during rain, sunshine, heat, or freeaing cold weather. I remember it well,
and the Sears Roebuck catalogue was there for assistance with the necessary activity,
If the upstairs bathroom was used when there was no wind, we carried pails of water,
hand-pumped from the well,to carry to the bathroom to flush the toilet,

{In 1ate 1800's, brushing of teeth was a new habit, with toothbrush and toocthpaste

when more and more people had indoor plumbing.)
I can't recall having e toothbrush when voung, hbut perhaps we had a common family brush
used by 8ll of us as we did the dioper in the water pail for drinking water, HNeither do
I recall toothpaste being availsble, but do remsmbher our mother msking a paste of bsking
powder and salt.

Nependine on the wind, barn smells were a constant, as was the fresh, oungent smell of




the barn to the woods where they were corraled except for morning and evening milking.

A brood of cats was ever present and multiplied rapidly, but they were thousht to be
helpful sround the barn in keeping mice and rats away from the cows. Flies seemed to
swsrm, and were never ending, The screen doors would be covered black with them during
the summer, and with the meny kids ecoing in and out of the doors, a large number of flies
came in with them, Fly swatters either weren't avail.ble then, or we didn't buy them, or
they may have been considered non-utiliterian in combstting the heslthy fly population.
Insten?, we always had long strips of sticky glued paper hung from the cieling to ecatech
the flies, 4nd, particularly before s meal served to the threshers, or to company, we

kids would be armed with dish towels to "chase flies"™, flailing them in the air in unison,

towerd the open doors at elther side of the kitchen,
Another activity, 60-70 years ago, bhefore the asdvent of electricity, and before the
alectric washing machine and the electric stove, was the'waShinghironing operstion for a
large family. Our mother would hring into the kitchen a good supply of wood from the
woodpile in the yard, snd a bucket of cogl from the "cellar", to mske a good, hot fire
in the cook stove, Then the copper hoiler was pleced on the stove to boil the sheets,
towels, and white clothes in the Fels Naphtha soap and water mixture, Following that,
the copner boiler was carried,either to the basement in winter, or cutside by the back
men's work shirts, kigisth
porch in the summer, and the contents poured inte a wash tub,/ There,/thecalico/ vere © Es
sfter the white clothes were waghed and rinseéi ’

rubbed on the "scrubbing board" for z sufficient time, and then tr-nsferred into the
washing machine, hand powered, requiring one to push the handle back and forth to provide

e " _



{(5) agitation of the clothes in the water until they were ready for rinsing, Then they
vwere transferred {o the

adjacent tub, either by wringing them out by hand, or, for the smaller items, by plecing
them in the wringer attand to the tub, propelled by hand into the rinse-wster tub, There
the same procedure for wringing them out of the rinse waker was repeated, I was considered
to be strong enough to accomplish this task, and remember our mother showing me how to

gather the sheets, towels, etec. in both hands, and rub them up and down on the wash board
until considered relstively clean. Shirt collsrs and cuffs had to be given particulsr
attention. In feir weather, the clothes were then hung on outside lines to dry with
clothespins, In fr11 and winter, the clothes would freeze stiff on the clotheslines,
stretched between the trees,almost as soon as they were pinned there to dry. The drying
process was finished in the house, first hung on lines in the basement, and then, if urgently
needed, brought upstairs to the living rooms where a newspaper was placed over the steam
radiators and the clothes hung over them to dry. It seemed we =slways hsd c¢lothes drying

on radiators somewhere in the house in the wintertime, Later, with electricity, an electric
washing mechine and wringer simmlified the process considerably, but I wasn't at home long
enough aftier that to appreciaste the convenience, having gone into nmursing sehool when I

was 17 years of age. As micht be expected, the washing and ironing for a larege femily was

a never ending chore, The wooden ironing board was ever vresent with a basket of "sprirkled"
clothes under it needing to be ironed, A4gain, before electricity, we needed z good fire

in the wood stove to heat the hand-irons on, and to re-heat them frequently during the ironing
it
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for re-herting which wes needed fregquently during the ironing process, and it took days *o

complete., Try ss I did, I never eccomplished 1t despite my mother's goading to get it done,

The clothes and shirts wers always dirty, ready for weshing before 211 ironing was finished,

But, as she would be working in the fields, except in’the winter time, I would hasve to wash

the breskfast dishes, re-set the table for the noon mesl, pesl the potatoes, malke a pie,

get the veetables from the garden, and try to have the noon meal pretiy well prepared by

the time she would come from the field just a 1little esrlier than the men. So, I never suc-
in any of the housework, including the c¢leaning, cooking, etc.

ceeded,/and eventually grew to dislike all of the tasks encountered in life on a farmyw—-

Just one of the compelling reasons I was determined %c leave it ss soon as I could, in what-

ever way I could find to become independent of it.

(Another job I grew to hate was cleaning the cream/milk sensrator in the barm which had to
be thoroughly washed every day. Ez:er #nd soap had to bhe carried to the barn, the entire
sevsrator teken apart end thoroushly washed and rinsed, and then resssembled. I didn't like
to g0 into the barn by myself gs I wes afrsid of the bull that was housed in s pen at one
end of the cow stsnchions, And, the smells and flies and the frisky horse, Barney, in a
nesrby stsll 211 made it g disagreesble task for me, My mother tried to teach me to clean

end Aistrihute silage for
the bsrn, too, scravning the menure out of the trousghs, and I Aid lesrn to milk cows,/but themn,
it it was slwavs done with » certzin smount of fesr, snd with distaste., However, when

the harn burned in , and the cows were tethered in the "woods" for milking, I did

help with milking the cows routinely even though I was but ___ yesrs old at the time.
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The _basement, {(or cellsr), as we called it, had three rooms sevarated by cement walls,

The furnace room, under the parlor and bedroom, contained the wood-coal furnsce with
the remaining space the large coal storage area. Wh;n coel was delivered, the truck

a chute was
hacked up on the lawn to the cellar window,/placed in the window, and the coal shovelad
into the chute to the cellar floor., Un that day we could smell the coal upsteirs. The
furnsce room was slways warm, Our mother ususlly started the fire in the furnace, care-
fully with wood kindling, end then graduslly sdded the coal to i1t for » longer fire. The
few times our dad would do it, he would throw kerosene on the coal, and it would blaze
in 2 minute, snd so loud it could he hesrd upsteirs. Thus our mother tended the furnace
as she was always afraid Pa would burn the house down, In very cold weather, she would
bank the fire before eroing to bed, and then get up again during the night tco keep the
fire poing so it would lset a1l night to keep the house somewhat warm, =nd prevent the
water pipes from freezing., Even so, we sometimes hed s thin covering of ice in the water
pail in the morning, UOn very cold nights, we would heat flat irons on the stove, wrap
them in rags, snd tske them to bed with us to keep our feet warm as usually the upstairs
bedrooms were cold ss rsdiators were turned off so that the heat could be retzined in
the downgiasirs =res—~at lesst be warm encugh in the kitcheniand living room with the
perlor and downstzirs hedroom closed off,

Air conditioning was unhesrd of, snd, st times, the summer heat wes almost intolerable.

Tirine = very still, hot dav, one could hear the cieadas zinging in the strmosvhere,




Jike a continucus zzzzzz. Occasaonally, we would teske s blanket snd sleep on 1t on the
or dowustairs before an open door, {no insuletion in homes, then)

lewn /as the upstairs bedrooms were always warmer /than any other place in the house in
the summertime, =s well as colder in the wintertime.‘

The lerpest room in the basement was beneath the living room, and the ssme size, Clothes
lines were hung under the wood rafters for use in inclement westher. On one end were
the veretzhle bins. One or two of them would be completely fi1led with potatoss in

the fall, with o lirht cover of soil stop them, if I remember correctly., In other bins
vere pumpkins, sauash, carrots, cabbeges, and turnips., Ususlly the bins were empty be-
fore the winter was over, but toward spring some of the produce had rotted, cresting
quite a smell until the soil snd refuse was carried out, end the bins clesned.

On one wall were shelves that held all of the canned frults and vegetables in glass
Magon jers, and the fams snd jellles, topped with wax to preserve freshness, and covered
with lids. & big garden produced most of the fruits and vegetables for canning during
the surmmer, Rarly on, we had an orchard with apole, cherry, and plum irees. Goose-
berries, bleckberries, and raspberries erew in the woods, and were nicked and esten
fresh as seuce, or csmned as jams and jellies. Dried avples were made by peeling and
slicing them, then nplscing the slices on = lerge £lat tin, and setting the tins on the
"tin porch™ to dry in the sun—no matter if the fiies and bugs were attracted as the

porch was not enclosed. I think ve were immune to flies as they were everywhere !
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Buying one or itwo bushels of peaches each summer was a soveciel treat for msking vickled
peaches and preserves, and I remember them as the best I've ever tasted, Before my

time wine wes made from elderberries or pJums. A large strawberry natch wes always
meinteined for fresh strawberries and jam and jelly. 4 large cucumber patch was planted
ench yvear from which vpickles of all sizes were canned, sweet and dill, the latter often
stored in larre crocks in the 4ill brine. A large grove of hickory nut trees, among the
other trees in the woods, provided the nutmeats for adding a special flavor tc the cake
icings and cookies comstently being made. But, the cookles most remembered were the
molasses asnd sugsr cookies as thev were the cheapest to make, with just sugsr sprinkled
on the top, In the fsll, our mother would take us kids to the woods {we were sometimes
afraid of the cows), give easch of us a pril to pick/zge nuts, and we would have gunny
sacks full of them by the time the season wass over. Then, they had to be laid out to
dry before they were resdy to crack, scmetimes on the tin porch, but usually in the
attic where it wes dry and hot. Then, on cold winter niphts, we would erack the nuts
with a hammer on the flat irons, snd pick out the nutmeats with specisl picks for that
purpose, Walnuts could he picked up from cur grendpsrent's trees, hut we seemed to

like the hickory nuts better., In good yesrs of a surplus production of hickory nuis,
there were su“ficient nuts for ocur mother to sell at 7 cents & vound, if already picked
up, or 5 cents s pound, if the purchaser picked them up in the woods.

—TBoea and cows were ichered each fall with the help of neighbors reciprocating as it




(8)

kindling “or the furnsce. ILster, sbout 1939 (?), & new stove, half wood, and half
electric,wss vurchased, The "back house" was just atross the drivewsy o the house,
near the chicken coop.

Jur front ysrd wes fairly large with lawn in the front to the road, and to the entrance
side of ﬁhe house end driveway. 4 lsrge ork tree grew in the center of the front lawn
with e brid=1 wreath bush on tne side, and a maple and pine tree on the other side,
Flower beds were nlsnted eround the front of the house, and two large elm trees pro-
vided shade in the beek yvard, and anchors for the clothes lines stretched between them,
4 pet white shepherd dop, Sport, lived in the yeard for almost fifteen vesrs zlong with
many cats, chickens, ducks, and geese.

The pasture for the cows wes in the woods across the road from our house. In the
summer, they were brousht to the barn only for milking,twice s dey, along a lrne not
far from the house. They pot to know this path, and would hesd for the barn as soon as
the gate in the woods was opened, vrobshly because their bags, bulging with milk, were
hurtine, snd they were snxious to have them emptied. As they needed s water supply
in the woods, there was & large 10x10' wooden water tenk that stood just inside the
fencer, near the road, which was attached to the well by piping laid under the lswn and
raod, Unless rain filled the tank, it had to be filled by pumping water from the wind-

mill, If there wasn't sufficient wind to turn the windmill, our mother and us kids would




have to pump the water by hand to 111 the tank for the cows. Later, by the yeosr, ’
we had our own seroelectric windmill for several yeers before rural electrification came

to cur farm area, That windmill vrovided the enerpgy to pump the water most of the time,

except when there was no wind at all, Then, too, we had to resort to the hand-powered
to lick,

purping, Alsc, in the pasture, were saltblocks for the cows/ And, in the pig vens were
wooden trouphs in which to "swill the plegs®, which our mother did most of the time in the
summer when the men left for the fields early in the morning durine the planting and har.
vesting seasons, The land was still being clesred of trees, stumps, snd large stones

vhen we were growing up, Horses pulled s flat, wooden bed, like a sled, to haul the

heavey stumps and stones to the quorry, or the nroperty line after the trees and stumps

that could be used for fire wood were salvaged. Hand scyfhes were used to cut down the

underhrush snd weeds,




