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IJov herd o.rr nother vorke.tl aurtng the long yeers of her fanlly's young flves' havlng

el even Dregnenciest tuo being nlscerr iFPest from 1909 !o 1946' uhel the youngestt  t j la lnet

gre. iuat€d from hleh school.  she was in ' lef€t isueFble'  snd coulr l  do just about anythins there

was to do on the f€t 'n.  she ! 'ashe'1, l rone'd'  seved, canned' cooked' in i lked coL€' raised

chlckens, seese' a '1d ducks, Dltnted'  hoed, str lpned tobscco'  shocked F'sin '  about everything

except dr ive the horses Dul l inq the nachlnery, or later dr iv ins the tractor '  Jt  ;he sene

t i ine, she vas presnant a good ptr t  of  the t ine, boie the bsbiest cFrne in fom the f ie lds

to l rurse thp.m, siayed uD vi th then et night vhen they ver- '  s ick or rest less'  anC never gave

up descite t le Deriods such as durlns the gre' t  i lenression trhen i t  eDDeared thet al l  n icht

I  have engrr ish :n4 reinorse in re! ' rc:nbering ber Prezi  etrength'  strength'  strenpth in person

a.al  char?ctert  in bod. l '  a ir l  n ind and soul '  In younge" yearst she seemed to be runninq to

acconDlish al1 of the ork th. i r  she consi ' lere{ i  heis vhich inc: luded both chl ldren'  house

b"rn, enal the farr0. Seldon di'l Ehe ialk s1ot1y' except ln ertrene fPtieue' as she !ou1d

r-turn fron e 12-hcur aleJr in the fi-'1dst in hot sun and "rind, very often very preqnant liith

another chi ldr pe-rhaos , tuseatedr heFqy L' i th the extre ueiqht of  the chi ld 1r l thin her '  too

enhausted'  of ten'  to est rnore then a trcrust oi  bread zni l  e : t i t t l_ '  coffeerr '  At t ines oihP'r

then that '  she afked with s Durposet seemingly '  soinet i ' r les hrrrr i  edly as thoueh on a speclsl

nission of ecconnl ishne.tr  of  as though there r 'as 1i t t1e t i re lert  for l ,ht tever nission i i



tJ6S. Snd, es ghe g?e!" oloe?, anc Ine tarin uas nore s6cufe, sne sralr ua-LKer] as rnougn lnc

vas in a hrrrrtsr even tr louph it  as nerely to vislt ,  or to Dlay crrds. She truly enjoyed

snd spvored l i fe, and rever ' i1,as heprd to telk abofit  bcing o1d, or referri .g to herself

as ono r.r i th ppins €rd ?ches. She e'r. ioyed hearin. that she didn't look to be 70, or 30, or

90 ye.rs of !pe, end sh4 never did look her .pe. Untl1 her deeth at 93r ler l-ops t, lere as

fi"r as i l ]  h-.r young, no v-ricosit i-os, no f lFbby muscles, the enlT of her d.ughters vho

shoved si.ns of Fssing at a much yo'rnger .ge. Ev-]'vone cnjoyed h-."r and enjo]'ed beinq

n'i th her as sbe lras pl,. .reys .osit ive, haDly, and optlnist ic.

'he orly t ine I srr her cry as f i \en Johnny set t:e barn aflre uhen he es four yeers oldt

i :7921 ( ' l) .  Sh-. as slt t ins in her nursins rocker, mricsinq Cregory uhen Johnny cene i. to

t\e house and tofd us he 1it .  rnetch ir the heybzrn. Sh-- gavo Ere tfe b.by, , !d ran oDt to

see i i  i t  uas trugrb.rt by tr.  en t\e f ire was hi l lo,r ing ,Dt of tLe bern dooPs, anC she c8me

tack to the house sobrring, realizing she corrld:)rt put out thc f ire. 1'I1th the beelnnlng

of th,. denression ye€rs alreedy leinq felt,  the loss of the bsrn vas calematoust but gr:atl-

tude vas o\ 'er-r ' iding thet Johnny v€s €blo to get out of t le haysteck in the b"rn befo"e

it overtook hln. lhiah !ou' l-d hav,6 been the r€.1 tralredy.


