
lhe Mclless EFn tlslt€d the house F€rlodtcallt to

csstorie, aDlco6, snd s vsriety of cold rdnedles and linaEent thrt o]t

desri+e o' . rr  drd's Drotest,  hc fe-. . l ing those thinqs could be bought th th6 tovr lr  s gtor:€r.

' l in neddlers sel l i rg brooms, noos, r-kes, ho.s,  r i tchaorks, . l ishDe4s etc.  stoDrred, and

drurk col lectors c.re r ,71t\  l . r .eir  vaFons to huy or sel1 olC metal  or otr" .r  ju-k.  Our dad

ca: l led t \em sheenies and sald he'd run then off  the nlace.

our nctherrs loya1 neighbof,  I lat i ie I l€msnson, came to vis i t  €lmost dEi1y. She l ived just

across the f ie]C fron us, e ' ' rd vzs a rrert  help to our r ' roiher '  €s she vo,r1d si t

arrd nend over '11s, so.ks, chi ldren I  s clothing 1,h11e visi t lng ui th out r iother.  of ten, she

uould peel notstoes €nd heln ui th oreperlng the noon neal,  and v:sh the dishes. (Dishes

vere veshed on the sn?l1 teble by the stove, a dishDan of soaplr  vater for the rBshing,

and r dishpen of c1e€r r€ter for th-.  r insing. Often our nother would be ln th-.  f ie lds

vhe! I{at ' , le cFne, bui she vould bu s-v bcrself  ui th sevlnp or the kl tchen cho"es u4t i1 our

qother cer(e in p].'out 11 Al{ to get the noor neal ready for the en. Along r,ith her h€l-p,

she r, / .s a coln.pnion foa our nother,  telk inq over t ' . , -  rroblems of thF dpy. .{ l though oul

nothcr ves s rrsurvivorrr ,  deiernined to see her; 'oe1s i1 1i :e accomri ished, .nd no Coubt

ronderedret t ines, i f  sr_,e tculd s 'rccd, nust h.ve ?Dr)reci?ied t . - l -k ing ,  i th lFi i ie,  l r lo

lei ' r t  en underst. . ' i inc ear,  snd vas t \e only edult  fem.1e conD.i ionship sle had'

H.+,t ie ' je l iC u.- . . I :Ly t . r . , .  r .  b"r  lu l l  of  n. . . r ing hone 1] j -1h h.r  eech dey, to re returncd

the ner. t  dsy. nlone L' i th the rerCi. !1,  noth-.r  r ' ro '11d { ive ber butter,  creain, egEs, al ld

veEetebles l ,h?t rere in seeson. Tn addit ion io the o-.dd1ers €nC "sheeniesrrr  our ded

seemed to disl ik€ ihe dei ly vis i ts thrt  l let t ie made. 9erh.ps he fel t  she inter lered

L, i th our notherrs r .ork,  susoected th:t  she heard of our notherrs nrohlens, or FFrh.ns

l t  vFs just the ross of t le butter Fnd esps that annoyed Pa. whatever i t  vas, I  .n cf ter
lived

r - h l n / l 6 n  6 n  q o l  r i o  o c  " i h . .  l o ? a. ) , v r 6 r L i r  J " f " r ,  ? n d  J  l F o r r o d  t L o r  - 1 , '  ' ! F  l , J l n . i

carr ied e shoDDhs beg to col lect end c€rry th. i r  sroceries fron t le . ]pr let ,  I  L"r"  "dcDit l

the habit ,  remindinp re of th-.  bag th?t Hstt ie Flva:/s c.?r ied to e.d frol : l  c ' . rr  lcuse. I

thlnk she offered both hel.o end eornnenionshlp to our nother !he! she needed i t r  snd our

lrother las kind to her in retuf i .


