THE PASY

Links with our pioneer's past is no longer vivid., For the most pert, we have few "value
markers" by which to vervetuste our memor of those who came before ug, This narrative
is sn effort to gsafepuard and vpervetuste those few existing memories of cur sncestors who
astablished ocur family in the United States in 1952.

{Insert ship list & relsted documents.) & Farming in Amherst after lumbering
The documents, photographs, and references to the past supplied in conversations with
decensed relstives contsined herin provide the only existing srtifsets of our past through
which we mey learn something of our sncestors, and at the same time, perhaps, something
about ocurselves, as descendents, Perhaps a likeness in & vhotograph, or s trait reflected
from our industrious and susessfull grandpsrents may bind one of us to one who ceme before us,
Folﬁ‘culture develoos from those traditional beliefs, music, legends, ete. of a perticulsr
groun of people in a femily, or extended femily, of a closely kmit community which are
handed down from generation to reneration, Though 1t ig constently cheoneging throughout the
cenerstions, vestipges will remein if succeeding generations make an effort to keep their
heritace alive,
In todey's diverse culture, it is difficult to discern the influence of a psrticular town,
or area on an individual, but it was considersble on the immigrant's family history and
development as he never strayed from it as we asre deing today. In our family, wve didn't
make the effort to know our ancestors and keep their heritage slive, Instead, except for
Catholieism, we probebly, thoueh perhavs insdvertently, made the effort to distance our-
selves from our past., Now, nesring the end of my 1life, I think whet & pity and loss never
to have lesrned exsctly who they were in Furope, Perhaps, it was psrtly due to the snobberw,
and often, ridicule that was prevelent when I was an impressionsble teeneser. 4s late as
1930-1934, when I was in high school, I:was called a "Bohunk" repeatedly by an Enelish
boy who sat behind me in the assemhle room, The more I was embarrassed by his reference
to my being of part Checkoslovaking (Bohemian) ancestry, the more he enjoyed using the
intimidsting reference of Bohunk. I didn't Ymow then, as I do now, that he probsbly
1earned from the conversations in his home that being of English descent was being of

superior heritage, in their opinién, Harrassment and diserimination isn't new, but I

didn't Imow what it was in those days.



" Where wo were born may leave certrin identifisble traits with ug, even in-the midwest, N

I hed always thought that the midwest was the only srea in the country where the spoken

word was devoid of gccent, But, when traveling sround the country, I've freguently been
told T had & "midwest™accent, a sort of twang in my speech, In s speech class st the
University of Minnesots, I was advised again about the "twang" in my voice. So, perhaps

it is true that the way we spesk, dress, or act, perhaps even think, politically or soeially,
¢en orovide a clue as to the area of the country thet influenced our esrly life-~like it or
not. While I've tried to savoid it, slang can be snother tell tale of origin, But, aeain

we need 1o he reminded of what our forbears gave up, even in their speech—--giving up their
langurpge to meke s new stsrt =nd 2 home in this country, To eive uw one's lanpuare gsnmot

Wt it yis,nga long %gter our ggeat srandpsrents arrived in Wiscongin thst their
cized, an elr speeth snd writing became more Tnelis
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One effort to keep ocur heritage alive in our family, begun by ocur mother in her young
years,was to celebrate the birthdays of the three children born on the Ath of July--fvelyn
born in 1930, and Jerome in 1918, and Juaniis a year later in 1920, A4s =n outgrowth of

thet hirthdey rerty, now perpetusted by Evelyn and Cyril, they make the effort to invite

all children and grandchildren, sll the extended femily to get together to renew acquaintance
and ties to ezch other, Particulsrly to the young children, it is s special fun day as

Cy makes the effort to provide all of the fun things for the many children, and includes

the petriotic celebrstion as well, with flags, parédes, ete,




