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Links vith our pioneerr s past ls no longer vi l ld. Io? the most p,!t ,  ve have fev nva1u6

rnalketsll bv lhich to Deroctuate or.lr menol of those vho carne before us. This aallstive

is en effort to safegu€rd €nd DerDetuate those fev 6xist ing nenories of our sncestors ] lho

6statr,l isheri our famlly ln the Unlted States ln 1952.

(Tnsert shio l ist & relPted cocunents.) & Iarming in Ardherst sftei lumberlng

The docun€nts, ihotograDhs, end references to the psst supplled in conversatlons lt l tb

deceased re] ' t ives contained herln Drovide the onfy erist ing ert l facts of our pest through

lhtch ve nay learn sonethi lg of our encestors, and et t l le sane t iner perhapsr something

about ourselves, as Cescendents. PerhaFs € l ikeness in s ohotogrsph, or s tr. i t  ref l .rcted

fion our industrlous and suseEBl\1l €?andp rents nay bind one of us to one rrho cFine before us.

Fo:lf  culture develons fron those trsdit ion€1 b-. l iefsr t tusicr legends, etc. of a n:rt icular'

grouo of peopl e i .  € feni ly, or extended f€nilyr of a closely kri t  cormrrnity uhich Fre

hended dovn fron cenef.t ion to oeneration. Thouch it  ie eonstentfy ch'nglng throughout the

senert lons, v-.st iges {i11 renein i f  succeedins ge,neratlons nake en effort to keep theit

he t  i t a .e  s l i ve .

In todpyrs Civerse cultur,.,  l t  is di i f icult io discern th,. inf luence of e p.rt iculer totnt

or lrea on en indlvidusf, but i t  \ , las consir ler 'ble on t l le i tunigranti s fetni ly history and

developrne-nt as he never strsyeC fron it  as te rre doing today. In our fzmllyr LJe didnrt

nske the effort to knov our sncestors and keep their beritsge al ive. Insteadt exceDt fof

Csthol1clsri ,  lre probebly, thoush perheos inedvertently, made the effo! ' t  to distance our-

selves frod our o€st. \lor, neerlnq th,. end of nry Ufe, I tlrink vhet a plty and loss never

to heve le€rned exact]y r l ,o they aere ln lhroDe. Perhepsr l t  l 'as pFrt ly due to the snobberr"

and often, r idicule that l . 'as pl.evelent vl ' ten I vss sn inpressionsble teeneper. As lste as

Pia-793L, vher I ves ln hiph schoolr f:.tas ca1led a trBohuntrr repeatedly by an Ensllsh

boy lho sat behind me ln the assenhle toorn. The more I vas ei lbarrsssed by his reference

to ny being of pArt Ch-.ckoslovaking (Bohe-nian) sncestryr the nore he enjoyed usinq the

tntinidetlhe reference of Bohunk. I didnrt L.nol^'  then, as I do notr that he probebly

lesrnocl fron the conversations ir l  his homo that being of English descent vas beinq of

supFrior herltsge' in their opini6n. Hsrtasslrent and ' l iscrimlnation isnrt ner'r,  but f

didnrt Lnov uhet l t  v?s iD those days'



',ihc?e rFe rrere born may l€are eertF!n id€ntifleble +r€its vith us. even i4 the,ai&a€_st.

I h"d alvays thoupht that i !1e miduest rss the only s"ea in the country uhere the spoke!

vord rr€s devoid of pccent. But, vhen trav_-l lEg arou.d the country, f tve frequently been

told I hed e rnidvestlraccent, a sort of t lrang i.  my speech. fD e speech class st the

l lniversity of ! , l innesots, f  l 'as advised egein about the ttvangtr ln ny voice. So, perheDs

it ls true thet the ray ve spe€k, dress, or act, Derhsps even thlnl, pol i t ical ly or social1y,

c.n .rovide p cLue as to the area of the countrtr ihat inf luenced o,rr early l i fe__like i t  or

not. l&i le Irv- tr l- .d to rvcid i tr slsnq c:n be.nothef tel l  tsle of orisin. But. asEln

ue need to be re-inded of uh€t our forbeais gFve uD, even in their speech--sivi.g u! their

lane.,pge to meke ? ner. '  start ard a hore ln t i is countqt. To sive uD oners languaqe c.nnot
bF  - s .L_ " r t  i '  r ye : , -o t  l o rg  g f t9 r  ou r  s rFa t  . r r c .  l p .  -e r t s  a r r i vd  L r  l , J ! s .o - r :n  ! ! .  t  t he i -
n a n e s  D e c  m a  a n o j  I C l ? e d ,  p r r  t r " F i r  s o F A C h  . " d  w r i t  i t p  b - c , " e  " 1  , 1 6  l - :  i s h  t h a n  ; e r r n a n .

0n€ olfort io Leep ou? helitage alive ln our frnlly, b6gu:! !6r oui Irothe! ln he? yourg
yearsrvas to celebrste the blrthdsys of the thlee children born on the 4th of July__qvelyn
born ln 1940, end Jerome 1n lolg, and ,juaniis a year lFtor in 1920. As .n outsrolth of
th8t birthdev .erty, nov perp€tuat€d by Evelyn snd c',!i1, ihey nske the effort to invlte
all chtldren and qlandchilch.en, s11 the _.xtended fsmily to set togelrher to renev acqu.intance
ehd t ies to eech other. P.rt iculsrly to the young chil i l ren, i t  is a special fun day €s
Cy nakes t l .re elfort to Drovide a1f of th€ fun t\ ings for the nany chiLtren, and lnclualss
the D"tr iot lc celebr€tion as ve11, vith f1ags, psrades, etc.


