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Thresrr ing srzir  l \ 'es e big ev-"nt on the f . rm, both io!  i l ,e rrotn_uls,  e 'a icr u:  k ids'
DOV-6rAl

Jt r ,as thr l l r i - .q l . r  us ic see tre big s+.ean/ensine nj) l l i .g t :e threshinq. iachine into

our yar i l  \ {here i t  uoul. l  be stat ioned for t \ 'o or three deys to .eo.rate t ]^e qrai t  f rom

the str :rr , , .  Fol lor.r ing the steai l l  enqire l ias E ater tank dreun by horsesr the L'ater a

necessery com.on-oat for Droviding the enpiners steen po!.er.  Ai tvat"r  boyr l  nas assigned

to tend i t  erd drev the veter from the te11 to ke€p an edequate sunDly. Ten or tu 'olve

neishbors reciDroceted i .  this cooperat ive €ffort  of  threshinq. Bach brou! 'hi  a teem

of horses and t  h ' ] ' reck i , i th r . 'h ich to col lect th- '  tnndles fron the f ie lds. I lsusl ly

t1ro nen . .refe neealed to load the hsyracks ! i . th t ! .e oats,  bar ley, or ' ; rhe€t,  and sevela1

rnore to 4ride tte bundles throush the thresher. :$XIlQtrf,f{ffiXfifEO$EXSX ExdEfxtdclfillod

fixri$r.sfinr$xrl{rx{l{xx{fstifxsrn{l$xl{l(dr&ffirnmcrfxadx{l{llx'itD(ffitreixxd{Mrxflxxlo(x
tr{$arx

Iffifriftrfrd{t{U$dffil&g others rnsnned r!'agons into thich the stlln ues loade4
I nen

as i t  uas seD.ratei i ,  and/harl led to the sranaqf lhere the,y shovel ed i t  f ron the uaqons'
directed

, + ,  Tl^e Ley uas blom dlrect ly into the unDcr psrt  oi  the barn t l r iouph € sDout/ into

door to the hayfoft .  l i len the bern as f i l ledr sn oxtdoor 
' 'haysteck 

was l tnader

reouiring two men to sDresd tle hay snd countour lt so that lt vould compound and

stand in an ulr i .ht  nosi t ion.

As there vas al tays s certein ursency to complete the thieshing as soon es t le gr€in

ves trr iperr,  snd before l 'e"t l rer thre€-Lere-d l i th reinsr 20-30 men l ' i th their  t"ans vere
slover,

req,r l rad to qet the job done cs soon as Dossihler and ' , r i th/holse-drPr '  m'chinery'  t ime
for tlo or three days

vas o. the -osoence, Meking the meals/for so:rany nen Ps cn e'ual1y 1€rge e' fort  for

th6 vonen. DishDens of Dotstols tere peeled and set aside in cold uetFx unt i l  t ine for

c o o k i n g ' U s U P l l y z s l ] ! P s h d p o t a t o e s . R o a s t s e n d c h i c k e n s U e r e D r e n s r d ' b r e e d b a k e d '
nol s-"s -os

shorroing for f lour,  suqerr/ani l  needed suppl ies vss done 1n "6vei14s. Mary t inest Aunt

Vprih '  Yelk vould corne to halD vi t ,h the cooklnp and servlng. Seveial  Dies and c€kes

rrere b.ked eni l  motherrs hotenade nles vere el '^ 'Bys praised. The biq dioing room table

virs set,  I  thlnk oven vi th uhite teblecloths, and al l  of  ihe si lver lsr ives, spDons pnd

i o r k s i n t h e h o u s e m a r s h € l l e i f o r s F t t l n r t h ' t a b l e . C a " r e d q o o d i e s , t h e h o n e n e d e D i c k f e s ,

picklei l  peeches, and ians vere oi fered alonP l i th the he?rty port ions of food that the

her. l - , , ,orking ai i l  hDngry men con"umed eegerly.  The ussh tubs vould be set up on s

vooden stend under a tree in tbe l"r 'm for ihe men to f i rash-uplr  before coming into the



C2)

house for ndinnert

the dust fron tbe

keeD the dust from

Iir ' l ins the sl1o vith t l .e corn shredders rss anot}et connunel effort of

the neighbor: l .q fsrners, blrt one thpt didnrt ren,rir6 es many non to scconplish. The

net€1 rrsDoutrr into the top of tbe si lo woulf be set up s4dlFitEched to th€ shredder run' . . - I

t 'y a (trector ??), or sterr enqi.e?? fof F.1.,er, The cori cobs vould be st?i.oed fron

the st?lks 1rbi le stFndlfs in the f ield, end then the stslks vould be shr.dded for s11ase

snd fed to the cg! 's d€1ly dxrins ! l1e r i l ter i lonths !hel1 +.hey couldrrt graze in t l ie voods.
'1h,. fennented stlage hsd a ,t l ist inctive, Dungent sme1l t\at perneated the ys!d,
Pea h.rvestins.

P,.as needed to be hFrvestod.t exactly the correct t i i re to insDte e f l ie

sleet, te-n' ler qusli ty of pes. The pes croD tculd bc cut uith a _t picked up vith

forks by hsnd 1"lor 2nd laaded i. to e hay rack to he tak€n to the pea vlnery a mile avFy

frorn our ferrn. rhere th-6 pess rlere separated fron the husks, and then tr.nsported into

the csnninp fecto{r in Sun Pr€ir ie vhere they rere csrned. During that period, l ,Je Elvays

had fresh pess to eat for s couple of uesks, Cooking Deas becsne a sDecls] ized effort

in our housebold as our dsd dicteted the le.gth of t ime foI cookinq then. He raved al l l l

rsnted if  they lrere overcooked, eccusinq our nother or us kids of spoil ing the pess as

he vouLd reiterpte th.t they "ea11y only needed to be brousht to e bollr and served
brouaht to a boil

lmrediEtely. Of coulse, the r€u peas needed to be/eaakd in soda f irst to renove th6

bittcrness, and then reheated Elth buttef. I t  -.eened the oess vere nevpr oulte r ight,

but he rrould direct tLeir cooklng €s lonfa ss ve had fresh Dess, our brothe.r Cy hss

carried on thrt tredit ion as he is aE persnikety abo]jt  cooklnP peas as las our Dad.

Butch-.r ins done on the f?rn uss also F conmunity effort uith nelgbht'ors €ssist inp esch

othcr in sleuphtering the enirDsls b-.fore taking those psrts of the c.rcess to the butcher

thEt neeCed to b-. cut irto b€con snd ouertorsfor roasts etc.

Itood-cutttnq for the rood stove €nd f.r?nace uas , lsuF11y done vith the help of neighborg

€s n,e11, ?n.r reciprocaied. I lrst, the tr-oes ver.e cut dor",n, brenches snd tvigs renov€il ,

the trunk cut lrto 1ogs, " '1d then spl1t for f ireuood €nd klndllng, s11 done by hand, and

back-breakirg effort, es vas nost fcrin vork belore auto&tlon.

th-. ir faces, hends & _afirs
. Before they uash€d, the-y looked l1ke chinney sveepsr/cov-.red vith

gJ€ln. Many oi them tied kerchiefs of rrreqsrr rroun their necks to


