
.ltc gtaotpal. o? @r Algh gobool, Ci.rl.r f6tDorc, lalil tb. Bl!!t r,h!d onq o! ttto l! ElSh
gqhool tor 20 plur y.!tr ftoa 192' throrlh f942. U,1! anit I attdld€d blgh lohoot tr th.

old eoodm butldtnA vhtoh E€ il@llshd tol lorrtlg ry grsilurtlo!. thll. tho n6. orr v!!

bullt, Ltla ett.tr*teat dchool at v!!iou. rctttnS. tn th. vttl6ge, ittcludtng th" Cffglfiflill

!!td I.!t€dr! lcltarrtent. I loctrbs! Datl drtvlag u. to rcbool l! thc vlltd tr! tho iBob

sl€atr; ho 1r'hi3 rolf or for rttn fu! oort, snd rll o? "" "ttii"l/:1i:'bcil ol thc slcit

oD strsr, oovdioal nltb blalkctr, ard rorctlncr in 20 dcGr.*bolo!*.rdo vcrthc!, vltb ftat

lronr that hsd b€cr! bcrt.d on th6 !tov!, plaod nca! our ltttl. bod16r io k6op u! varoar.

Tha flf.t ltop y!! at th6 !ut!a, Oat larn lchool to at.pollt o|tc o! tyo, thar to gecr.al

Earts Eohool fo! bl or trro fo! the !.lt8loEr lobool rcqulr€dontr anrt thea to the Elgh

EohooL vhdc v6 s.r. ahoort llrrlys l.ta tor the fltrt .larlr Llla wo''ied that lhc eigtlt

havc atrrs or h6r aoat-vttb Lfn.k s.tyq, the blgh schocl Jsr!.te, vdlttrg .rd sltttl8 t!

thc lobtt, rnd alvayt 3ay'ng, rEcrc oq.. LLb, our halrtc Qucar...

otll gtgh Sohool. footbau t!c1d r.rr looatrd tn lngei. p.rlf rotlc diltanc. tyolo the blgh .ohool

rad I raeobe on. frlL d.y !rh€'| f tr6! e .rhtor, I lo.dld thc footbau i{! Ln our to!.d c!!

.!d dlovc tb€in to the pert.. Drtvtng through atn gttcct, oEr bad, rho vas ln tovrl ol tr!!i.-

n.r. rDe t!. ihtv6 throug,b vtth that loeal gl bot!. I gucrr tbc veLght v.r Fo g!9.t th.t thc

fendere rclted oD th! tl"cs. Thlt ntght Dad told l.!othc! tbst f had luired tb6 car, ald bc

ra. o*talu I vould balbupt hlD. llotbq! tl-uc, I drove str hlgh lcbool gl!1! io thc ee!€

at l{ereoaulc, had ! flat tiro, .!d nc.a.ral . n6, ot!., !o r.rotc , chsok fo! lt ligntng Dadr!

!.r!., p.r lrclyn. Thc l€ctuie eas long .Dal rltb dplotLvla follor.tlg thri rptlodc. I!

addltton, so&e of u6 s@led alge!6ttc!, ao v. lretr6 ln tloublo vtth the prlaclpal as relle_

thdrdtq.rout prrrnt8 iiatrrg.al to g€t !11 of u! through hlgh rahool arlth dllalplltlo trrob-

kfic to dcel -vtth, rnd ylth attofllrnoG at t6rr athlotlc rotlrl.tl6!, F,!os outftte, hlgh s6hoo

g!.duriloD, lad tbcrdrttng ganci. Orr Dothetr rrrlrtt abl. io oolc to lottvltlos lor the olilc

onc!" rs sh. hrd thr rballd ohlldlrn to 6.!. for at hor., lnd Dod yar bu!tr trrnspol:ting u!

to thc v.rlou! plaocs Lnvolvlng !po!tr, cont6str, slil roaiel aotlvltlar. Ohc tncld@t f

!€t!€6b!F oor.66md 6Y or Jaone ln hLgh .chool dr6! th.t rtllEcal .ohool on6 dat. . tho prt!-

atpql. oe1l.al ou! Dld and a6k6d hlE to ooE. ln for E ooEf6fctlc€. Drd told hte h€ dldrrt h.vo

tlE6 for that, and It hc aoulilar t h6ndh tbe b('y!, rdtd thd! h6e .nd h€ vould Fot tha to

$or* oa ths farr. that D.lrqgo rr! !61ateal{t lH"r?f5$$ to t6ko oa!6 of the sttuattotr

vdt nloaly.



s0c1{l irrE A\D Ac.r'!"rrrEs

ls chl ldren our Fctivlt le6 vere 11oited, end ue stsyed close to lronl€. f  baflev€ al l  of us

valk€d ovei the htll to visit ou! prsndpFients, Johh en{l Anns Blaaka seve.ral t{nos F vs€k.

0cca6lonet-1y, ve uele ask€il io 6tay fo" dlnner or suppcr, end I reoenber tbst no one noved

untl l  GrandDe seld t\e Lor.dg hsye.r and the Esll  Msry ln Getnan. (Thlsrtoo, chenped after

{. . f, nhen h€ Esl.l lt 1n En9llsh. 1,1€ clso llked to vllt tle!:e to see oui auntEr LulEet

I€u!c, fm6, and Elvlns vho l,€le young ladl€s, s!1d to see theh clothosr cosnetlcar etc.

lunt iouls€ !ra6 e tlurse, lpura a teach, Irns s nurs€r Fnd Elvlnsr a gtedu"te r aff of vhon

attended Cstholic nurelnE school or school 1n l-'rilvaukee, enC we could learn s 1ltt1e ?bout

the llorld fr.orn then. Giandnc oade e'xce! l ent l)obpy seed blecult6 snd sveet ?o115t and Fhe

ves ah€ys Penerous cnd klnd to us,

kthenever pnother llby vss to nske lts aDDearanc€ at our lromet ve lgeJe sent rrover the

hil l  to' ;re"dners for '  the nisht snd untl1 the b€by vae born. ?hele vas e close ref"t ionshlf

vhlch l le s11 scceDtqi rs norrdFl and nptur€l.

As re srpv s l t t t le o:lderr ! ,6 ! 'el.e el lcnrod to vlslt  i |elshbois ln the eft€lnoon 1,hlch

neant us1Llng s n1le or t or nerh"ts h?vins p lunch of fiesh blesd snd brortn E\rpFlr and

r€turnliE home uhich toot sevor€l hours so theae trips !€!'e lnfrequ€nt. We elso wa-l-ked to

the 01d !,rke, tpklns c 11+t1e lunch' neetln! ' f t lends there' Evtntnlnq (mostly radine), and

returnln-c \orne be?ore derk. the adults ln the comt rr i ty dl i l  sone soclnl izlrg Cw1.E the

l ' lnte-t ,"nonths, ususlly cird n,!t lesr sonetlnes a ds.ce ln tbe hone schlPved ty rol l lng lr.

the l lvlnp room rus. Otherviser our eve.lngs tere spentr sfter sl1 vot.k l les conpletedr'bJr

poDDlng corn, cracklng blckory nuts, sid ett lhg epbles. 'e had our f lrst redlo on.the-.
t 9 t e  L U  g

faro l .n the lEte 2ors, and of courso televlslon vasnrt aval1able ln ou! youns 1lfe.
€l.aost Fl'rsys nldnlPht I'ls sg

Ch"lBtnss neant lel lglous sdlvlcos, s tteet sotte elfts ( ireyons, color booksr do1Ig,

sleds, and Eood food (hone rnFde frult ceker Doopy sced Fiil Drlbe blscults, sndr of courB€

!islts and ai laner l l ' i th I 'el"t lves. Baste! ! ,ras c€1€brat€d vlth colored eggs, usuallr hidden

snd oui-of -doors lf the r.resth6! l.les nlldr othervls6r hldden ln the house. The Fout'th of

July vas olvsys a blg event ln our fstlly a€ there vere th!€e bfi'thdsys on thst deyt Ev6lyr) t

Je-ror,re, en,l Jusbits, vhl.ch 'ltcant hpvine tllfee c,ket (an lnsel food, devtls foodr end a

suishlne) decorsted vlth tiry lnetlcen flsgs snd cqnd16s. Oj' Dadr ln t\s eer'1y yoBrd

operoted the englne {hleh Drovided the enercy to run tbe calotr6el (merry-peround) st Ane'l

P.rk, so lf ve coulal get to the palkr ve coulil so'netidcs g€t s flee rldet othendso 6 rld€

-^- -  n. r r r I ] r  -hYl . ld t  En lce cr€an cone.  e 6odst



a cbence or e r ide, cotton candy, each 5 cent-e e plece. I lre$orks in the F-ve.ing vele s 6Decl:1

trest. The f.11 testlval ?t Sscr€al llea?ts Ch'rlch (or bazaer) r{as elso a blg event, and we

stte-d e,i  tL- '0. vhon rossl" le,

ls ve srev o1der, Dsd'^'ould t.ke us '1one to Sun Pralr le on s sstur' leY t iPht to see e f lee novle

or lretch the stleet d,nces end l lsten to b,rd rnuslc (e block in Msin Street vas cotdoned off

and the bend nfovldeil  the nuslc). (Dences rn pork-blg nsne bends--lnd et Sscr€d He-erts Hell)

llslloreen meant trprsnks ln the conmultyrr and 1,J" vould uslk m11es to uoset sone rnachinei:yt

or outaloo! toifets, of cou?se the boys snd young nen did the roore blzalre thirgsr such 3s

spr'6adlng s loed of nFnure on Main Street ln Sun Pisirle'

May Day r.ras s Dleessnt event vh€:1 ve hure ]'tqy baskets (fl11ed slth fresb flovers froD our

woods-i,{sy i lo ers, tr11lums, Jsck-in-the pl lplts, etc.) sfon. Elth csidy or s pop corn ball

st t l le holres of school f l lends, teechelsr nels.hbols a.d rel2tivoB.

We viilted l,.othelrs D,r6nt€' Glandne 6nd Glindps Schuste!' ot thelr f:rn ln the Town of Uodlna

on ltishw?y 19 on holldeysr and they retlred 6nd noved to Sun heirle ln -. we chlfdren

son€tlmes stayed over nite et their home 1'h6n road condlt ions vere sevele el]d ve could.rt qet

notn€. PoLITICS

Our tel_.le conversetlon laclud€d vorld eve4t6, fprm prlces end condltlonEr neishborhood Dtoble&st

anil school activttles. Ou! Dad vas the Town ch'ilnenr end a neBber of the county Boerd for L?

yeer6. !'le vss one of t'e es?ly tohocrets ln the cor'nunltyr 'nd m'ny fefliers stopp€d to talk

vlth him "hout their nrohle,ris. He wes Choln0sn of the Dane Coultty lllshlsy Conmltte€ for -

years durlnF !,'ich time the risht-of-nay was plrrcbPeed for the bulldlng of Hlehr'6y 19 l^'l+th

cenent surfac€, and lstei I-91. 0)

f res eipht yesrs o1d lrhen the Arnistlco vas ,proclalmed st the rnd of llll I ln 1918r and

can renember the tr lp to Medlson, try cerr to ' t tend the celebretion.

The tough f lnsncisl t ihes ca$e ln the early 3Ors fol lonlng tbe stock market cr"sh of 1929.

Ded hsd purch€sed Eome c3! loads of coln as sn lnvestmontrgnd vhen prlces dropDedr tbey vero

slnost on ver'e ol bankrupt cy. ft vss n€ceseafy for hln to apDly fot' a federsf losD uhlch

he obtslned, end t let iFn,sed to keep afloat unti l  the 19l.0rs ,hen I ' lorld lrtr Ir eased f inanclal

Droblons. snd i lcresscd f,_D prlces. (Ourothpr h,d " 'r old fet i  r 'qt ful]  of holest €'C
v"ic\ gb;r \ .ora. esl l lng l t  \er Hoov." t l6t I



'World Wsr II found CY!t1 tn the Nsvy; Llla tn the Ncvjr ltlYES; Burdette ln the N6vy Nursa 0orp6r.

Jerone ln the 3nry, John ln the lrry, and Juanlta !,!r.klns for tbe Clvl1 Servlce. l,ty hu6bd!d,

Bob otrsns, va6 s lllsht fnstructor for four yoa"s and dled l. o Dlane qrash ln Mlchiean. l,ty

brothers ,nd €lEterE, excelt Bufdette lho vss a csieer offlc6r. ln the NsW }lulse Corps, and

the f.!.ln hone bulpsd {ith all the returno€s, lncludi:]s rne anC qy tuo children, 8ob snd Kay.

Eventuelly, !-e s11 fautld €mDloJrd€nt and took our place ln tle comnunlty ln ereas enay from the

far:n hone, Clec�ory end Jeroee alcluded .e tbey begen to !o?k ln nertnershlp \,'Lth Ded vtD

supDlled €lL of the equlpmeni, ol1, qasof€ne and exDenses lnvolved ln fafiling.
F{9IIEI

To t{e to sketch perso'161lty Dlctules of ou! Dad aid Mothei maybe lsnrt posslb1e, but frolr

lry om vlenDoLnt, I ui1l tryt I cen remember Dad st age l0; black bslr, hezof €!ree,

rldolrt 6 pe,ak, 5110i tel l ,  bustl lnp, 1oud, senslt lve, aplq'ehensive; but an lnnovst er vlth a

very subtle aensa of hurnorr IIe couldnrt stand gos6lp, and none of lt lrss s1lolred. I recEll

nsny tnstances r^'hen qe llould stt€rnpt to crltlaiz€ persons, for dlvorce, tbeft, tr,oor norals, etci

and he oulal stoD lt  seylns, nyou donrt knov the fectsn. Let eech p€rson 1lve their ova vay.tr

He vss co.lrlurltf nlnded--Elvays r.,ll1lng to help others. ltls Do11tlca1 11f€, r'htch included

tovnshln Chpfi:'n3n for - yesisi hernher of tbe County Soard i chelrnan of Dsne County Hlsbvay

Coinlsslon, ard letei Assenblynan, vas 6 neans fo! hin to cortrltrute to the comruntty snd govrt.

our Ded, l lke hls ovn fsthe-r, .roh. Sr., ue6 nehosd of his tfudetr. He bellev€d there !,es e better

wsy of dotne t l lng6 srd naale use of the lrnlverslt l  of Wlsconsln lgl icult!"e lrterslon Depr t.

f!o$ the tlne th.t I c"n leneDber. lle planned, llith the lgliculture experts, the plantlng

and harvestlnp of ersins, cloD rotetlon, and caro and feedlng of fpr"d anlnsls.

1.lhe. our ber?l bu?ned ln 1926, tbere vas ro fire equllrnent for the rural s!ea, and h6 votted to

6steh1lsh llre hevpntion ei4 control ln the comlllnlty. We had the first sero-electrlc vindrdll

plant ln the area rJhich nrovid6d Dor.'e! for electrieity, al.lklns nschlng, pulplns leter, etc.

trntil rule1 electrificPtion vss est"bllsbed ln oul: county.

I alveys felt th€t nine c\lldren tlere a r€al ploblen for Dad, l,le ver6 lndeDendelrt, strong-

idl led. snd s@retlnes dlrf lcult to n6narre. our nothe! lanted us l io havs e1l the educetlon !r€

ltanted, a4d led felt thst jobs follol,rlnr' {leh school gradustlon l"lere e muat, eeoeclslly for the

git ls. l{e srgued over nany of the prohl.ns, end Dsd vould end up sayln{, ndell ,  t f  you lnsist

on bankruDthg !re, go aheed..t Trytns to u?derstand hln, I nov lepLlze th6 eraoensd lnvolv€d ln

the care 6.d edjrcptlon of nlne cblldlen slong vlth farl]l expenses, tranBDoltatlonr rledlcal cpret

snd soclel activlt les. Also, he found the ectlvlt tes of the fsrntly a tr la1, havlnq dlff iculty



tllth tle crovds of t,ouna people vho dlove out to talk, to perty, etc. Our nother enjoy€d the

youlg people 6nd thei! actlvit les ln contrast to Dadrs stern epprl.sgls end co&hands.

'{oveve!, Dsd dld hs"c I sense of hutor, snd lf 1lfe vasnrt too hectie ln the house, he aould

enJoy sone ol our opinlons, especial ly 1f they lnvolved ooll t lcs, natlonal and state and

coEmunity sffelrs. Ile ves alvays a prohlen to ou! bother repsr.dlng le1lslou6 obliEEtions 6nal

church ettenalence. He peld the yearly pe!,, lent; asslsted the dlest 1n the bulldlne of the

Ccthollc church, schoot, 6nd prlsh he11 throu€h corrl l t te6 vork end ectual lsborr but disl j .ked

the annual Eoste-r: auty ln@sed oh hin. our noiher bessed, D16ad€d, and oralered untll she cot

hirn to n8ke hls ]'ear1f co.fession anC colrnunlon so that he should rer€ln an actlve, par.tlcipatlna

nember o' thF chut'ch \dth a gualentee of br1rlsl ln the Cetbollc f?ith snd cen-6tery. 'nhen ve

couldnrt {et to Mese on Sundeys becsuse of rdesth€r, o! otber ve1ld leasons, lre klds kn6ft on

the kltchen floor. Fhl1e ou! &other lad the !trayels vh11e pro!'srlns the noon n€€l. One day Dad

csne 1n s.d ssld, nRose, ve need raln bsdly. O6t the kids dressed and slr'e thern each an unF

bte1la, snd lr1l drtvp then to ehrrchn. l{e smlled snd ue 611 f€ft sonre re1lef trret thlngs

'$erenrt so se.rlous, 6id lreyt'e ue l^'e,renrt doohed. lle had a real evelslon to the fonfessLonel

snd f rece11 blln ssylhq rneny tldes, tRose, I an sulporti.ng loy fan!1y, f hsvenrt kll1ed enyone,

havenrt stole,n e oennf, and I sltr not vlslt ln. ny neichborl s vlfe--so vhy sbould f bother the

prlest, snd snyho!, the co'lfes61onal bor lshot ayd Btufiy.

{s the fanlly lrrew olde!, snd the educatlon lrocess fron grade one thro!<rh qip.h school vas

comFleted, he coulC say that he v16h€d he h2d hed nore schoollng, especlally l.lhen he ras ln

the lsse.nbly, and later he felt he could heve done more had hc had Ereater educptional oDDo!-

tunit ies, rhen younE. MCTIIER

our nother., Rose, ves sn sttr6ctlvst clossy lady, 5tr5n, lisht br.oFn hslr, furFlovlng,

and the l l fe ol " D€lty (but so fe-v oert les). She loreC to dance, slns, vas orparized and

healthy, eEot{oislly snd phtrslcelly. l'le chlld1.en srrlved at r6gu1.r lntefvals, €nd slong

L{th thistrerdeadous task, she wes a f€rner at h€art, She vas s !ea1 per.t of the faro and e1l

of its r.'ork. fn fect, f recs11 neny people saylnF thFt she could nout-vorkn sny farm haH

end stl1l could Drodlrce tbe best dinnetrs ln t\e nelqhborhood.

Motler belteved 1n €Cucption for the pirls 9s 1,e11 ss the boys, and helped ln ev€i.lr Dossible

usy to get us Dtofessloiel t"elnl 'rg, i f  v6 vsited lt .  Sh€ alveys seld she lr lshed sho hsd had

Eor€ educrtlon-she qoufd have enJoyed beine a teseh6r, o! -, th"t she dldnrt eaqt to darry

so younp--hu+ slnce stra did stF called l t  a c.or$l t  tnc,l t  erd naale her contri t{t lon slth dl l lPenc'



tbioup,b her faaily,

and throush lt 611,

snc

she

her lntereBt ln fsrl[lnF. She had e trdlendous drlve, stronq vlll 2tJe?,

keDt het senss oo hubo!.

ElrFlY\] B1ASU 0[BlS

Evelyn completed pJsde I at Oek !aw1 School tn 1923; greduated froh Sun Plaifle Hish School ln

19ni end Mount Msry College, Mlltauke€ ia 1931. Tbere l'ere no jobs so trted € stint r,1th

dlfoctbc Hone T.16nt Plays for a coqrDany ln lphflefd, fowe. llter three nlays ln l"linnesotat

(F6!tt16, Long h-1"1e, enc fhree Rlvers)r f  returned ho|!e es f couldnrt olke e l tvlng. Then,

I eDpl led for a posltloa as e C2sevorte! ln tbe Dene County outCoo! Rellef Deper'tmeat alid obtslned

tle Job vlth helD fron Ded. 1be delresslon ., ' ,ss tn ful l  force' snd f recelvec i?O'Oo/nonth, 8nd

heal to hrv6 . cpr, So, lr i th nonthly pelrnents of $20.00, t56 reneirf ig 95C.OO took care of roolrt

troerd, erd clothinp. f D-ld for the c.! on 3-1-31+, s.d on 3-21-34 had a car-t! 'ain eccldent'

(no irs':rence) hlch keDt ne out of r.oik lof s yesr. The dTlve! of dtr cerr glsie Frothinghant

ues kllled, snal Grace Siq11er, e']othe-r passenge!, 1:1Juied. There l'as no unenplo]aneat lnsurancet

no sick 1eave, snd sfter seve.ral mo.the ln the hosnltal, heal to r€turn home. In the l inter of

19?5, I reiurned to lror1(, €nd 1at€r rJolk€d as c Probetlon off ic€! fo! the } lotherrs ?enslon D€prt.,

f lnariied Jerone l. Osens o4 9--1-1938! contiDued to ork for DlBe County De.lt of Public Asslss-

tsnce rrntll l^b"ld r-er II. Bob (J.I.) hsd teken flyinc lessons' end he end But't eqen had ou.6d a

plane, so he snd lert vere alraft€d as ! ' l lsbt Instr lrctors. T fol1olr€d Bob to Texa,s ( lamesa) vitb

B.by fsy, born 6t St. I'tsryrs ':Iosnital on 12-a7-f,? t t\en to ?lttsbvr"s, Xansas r.rhere Bob tausht

rl lder snd smel1 f lehter Dlsne to new Afny f l tqht rocruits. By 191.5' the U. } l .  eas n€edlng the

18-yeer o1d for f: t tcht trplnhs, so he ugs treneferred to Detrolt,  I l ichigsn to tesch selr lor hieh-

schoor boys. Tlre rer e_triled b q]l.ope In ltrey, 1:91+5; and ln Augusi, 1945 tn tle teclfic. {ater

stsrtfuq the Mlchigen Aviatlon CoaPsny vlth tt , lo other f l tsht A' ' tr ' l  B. neeh.nlca, he vas kl l1ed

on ?-15-1946 vhlcle dellverlnq a ne&' p14ne to Pontlsc l4tchlPsn.. Robeit John lles born 1-B-/'5 ln

Detrolt, snd so lrith Ksy, a?e 3' end Bi'b' ase 1 retuined hone gggb.

lf ter an uncussessi\r1 nsrrl"se to Ceorre Kohler, f  bolr.olt  s ho.re in Sun Prelr le, Feat to

vork for th. State :\eort of Frb11e telfpre (7 y6ers), obtsl.ed s Mssters dee3-.s 1t so.lsl uork

*oo g. of uis., ! /€dlsoh; becF'le lssrt SuDrt et oir ls School '  oreEont ?],)al then 1'1 1960r acceoted

a fsculty t)oslt ion st the School of so.l"1 lbrk, University of l l isconsln, l4aatisonr enil  ret lr€d

hofessor h€fltus Ln l-9 73 ??


