a'l'ha prine:lpal of our High School, Gharlas wetmore, said the Blaske'r had one or two in High
School for 20 plus years from 1923 through 1947, Idla and 1 sttended high school 11: the
.old wooden building whieh wes demolished following wy graduation. While the new one was
built, Lila attended school at verious settings in the village, including the Cii‘;gilizglﬁ;n
and Tester's reataurant. I remember T)ad driving us to school in the winter in the ™Bob
on s horside

Sled", he in his wolf or fox skin fur coat, and all of us sitt:lng/in the bed of the sled

on strew, covered with blenkets, gnd sometimes in 20 degres-below.sero westher, with flat
irons that hed been heated on th"a stova, pi‘ﬁoad near our I'itt-le bodies to i:eep us warmer,
The first stop was at the rural, Osk Lswn school to deposit one or two, then to S‘aered
'Haarts gchool for lnm or two for the religioua snhaol raquirement, and then to the High
_ St!hool vhere we were almost always late for the first class: Lila worried that she might
| haVe straw on her coat--with L:!.nk afawysx, the h:lgh gchool - anitor, waiting and sitting in
the lobby, and alwaya aaying, "Hore comes Lila, our Prairie Queen"

Our High School footbell field was loeated in Angel Pari some distance from the high echool
and I remember one fall day when I was a sen.':lo'r, I loaded the football tesm in our Ford cer
and”drove.them to the perk.. Driving'ﬁhrbugh Main Street, our Ded, who waé in town on ﬁuéi-
ness smv me drive through with that 1§ad of boys. I guess the weight was so great that the
fenders rested on the tires, That night Dad told Mother thet I had ruined the car, and he
vas Main I would :banh'upt him, a\nofhe.f tim'e., I drove six high school girls to the game
.at Magomanie, had a flat tire, and needed a new one, so wrote a check for it aigning Ded's
name, per Evelyn. The lecture was long and with expletives following thot eplsode. In
ad@ition, some of us sﬁoked clggretiea, s0 we ﬁere in trouble with the prinf.sipall'asf' well,.

Somehow,our psrents mensged to get all of us through high school with discipline probe

lems to des)l with, and with pttendsnce at some athletic activitiéa, prom outfits, high schoo
gradustion, and the"dating geme®, Cur moﬁher wasn't able to come to activities for the olde
- ones as she had the smailer children to care for st home, and Ded wes busy trensporting us
. to the verious places involving sports, contests, and sociel _acti#i;iéa-; One incident I
remember concerned Oy or Jerome in high School when they-akiﬁped school one day. . The prin.
cipal ecslled our Dad and ssked him to come in for a cor;ferencé. Dad told him he didn't have
time for that, and if he couldn't handle the boys, send them home and he would put them to |

£
work en the farm, Thet message was relayed/‘,toa}igeig g to teke care of the situgtion

very nicely,



SOCIAL LIFE AND ACTIVITIES

As children our sctivities were limlted, ond we stayed close to home., I bellieve all of us
walked over the hill to visit our prandperents, John 2nd Anne Bléaka several times » wesk,
Occesionelly, we were essked to stay for dinner or supper, and I remember that no one moved
until Greandoe seid the Lords Prsyer and the Heil Mary in German. (This,too, chanred after
W.W, I, when he ssid it in Enelish, We slso liked to viit there to see our aunts, Louise,
Laurs, Irme, and Elvins who were young ladies, and to see thelr clothes, cosmetlcs, etec,
Aunt Louise wes a nurse, Leura a teach, Irms s nurse, and Elvina, e grsduste , 211 of whom
sttended Catholie nursing school or school in Milwsukee, snd we could learn & little sbout
the world from them, Grandme made excellent voppy seed biscuits and sweet rolls, and she
wsg alvwave generous end kind to us,

Whernever snother bpby wes to meke its evpearance at our home, we were sent "over the
nill to Grsndma'e for the nirht snd until the bsby wes btorn, There was s close rel-tionshir
which we 511 sccepted g5 normel and netursl,

As we erew a little older, we were s1llowed to visit nelchbors in the =2fternoon which
meent welking a mile or two, vperhsvs havine # lunch of fresh bresd end brown sueer, and
returning home which too¥ seversl hours so these trips were Infrequent. We elso walked to
the 014 Lske, teking a 1i*tle lunch, meetinr friends there, swimming {mostly weding), and
:'réfﬁfﬁing home before derk. The adults in the community di@ some socirlizing during the
winter months, ususlly esrd perties, sometimes & dsnce in the home schieved by rolling w
the living room rug, Otherwise, our evenings were spent, sfter all work was completed, by
pooning corn, ecracking hlckory nuts, and ebting zpoles, We had our first rsdio on the '
farm in the late 20's, and of course television wasn't available in our youns 11%2?8 e

glmost alweys midnight Mass

Christmss mesnt relipious services, s tree, some cifts (creyons, color books, dolls,
sleds, and good food {home mede fruit cske, poopy seed snd prune biscuits, and, of course
visits and dinner with rel-tives, Zaster was celebrated with colored egcs, ususlly hidden
snd onteof -doors if the westher was mild, otherwise, hidden in the house. The Fourth of
July wes slwavs 2 big event in our family as there were three birthdsys on thet day, Evelyn,
Jerome, end Jusnitg, which mesnt heving three cekes {an Angel food, devils food, and a
gunshine) decorsted with tiny Americsn flags and cendles. Our Dad, in the eerly yeers
opersted the engine which provided the enersy to run the carousel (merryepo-round) at dngel
Park, so if we could get to the park, we could sometimes get a free ride, otherwise a ride
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8 chence or o ride, cotton candy, each 5 cents 2 piece, Fireworks in the evening were s speeial

treai. The fo1] festival ot Sscred Hearts Church {or bazssr) was slso » bie event, and we
sttended them, when possitle,

As ve prew older, Dpd would trke us =long to éuﬁ Prairie on s Spturdey night to see é free movie
or watch the street deonces and listen to bend music (e block in Msin Streét was cordoned off

and the bsnd provided the music). (Dences in park—-big neme bends—snd et Sacred Heerts Hall)
Helloween meent Mpranks in the community", and we would welk miles o uvset some machinery,

or outdcor toilets, of course the boys snd young men did the more bizarre things, such =as
spreading = losd of menure on Main Street in Sun Preirie,

May Day was e pleesent event when we hune May baskets {fi1led with fresh flowers from our
woods~-Mey flowers, triliume, jasck-in-the pulpits, ete,) alone with candy or a pop corn bsll
at the homes of school friends, teeschers, neighbors and relastives,

We vidited Mother's perents, Grandms gnd Grendps Schuster at their frrm in the Town of Medins
on Yighwsy 19 on holideys, and they retired and moved tc Sun Presirle in « We chlildren
sometimes staved over nite =t their home when rosd conditions were severe and we couldn't cet

home, POLITICS
Our tsble conversastion included world events, ferm pricee end conditions, nelghborhood problems,

and school sctivities. Our Dad was the Town Chpirmsn, snd s member of the lounty Bosrd for 2;52
vesrs. He wse one of the esrly Democrets in the community, snd meny fermers stopped to tslk
with him ~hout their orohlems, He wes Choirman of the Dane County Hichwsy Committee for
years durins w-ich time the right-of-way was purchesed for the huilding of Hichwey 19 with
cement surface, and later I-04 (%)

I was eight vesrs old when the Armistice was proclaimed at the wnd of WW I in 1918, and
can remember the trip to Medison, by car, to sttend the celebretion.,
The tough finsncisl times came in the early 30's following the stock merket crash of 1929,
Ded hzd purchased some cor loads of corn as an investment,find when prices dropped, they were
almost on verre of benkruptcy. It wes necesgary for him to.apply for & federsl loan which
he obtained, end they msnaged to keep aflost until the 1940's when World Wer II eased financiel

problems, and increased ferm prices. (Our mother had an 0ld felt hat full of holes, end
wrich ske wore, celling it her Hoover Hat } ‘



World Wsr II found Cyril in the Nevy;jLila in the Navy WAVES; Burdette in the Navy Nurss €orps,
Jer;me in the hfmy, John in the Army, end Juasnita working for the Civil Service. 'Mf ﬁﬁﬁbﬁnﬂ,
Bob Owens, was a flight Instruetor for four yesrs snd died in s plane crash in Michigan, My
brothers snd sleters, excevnt Burdette who was » cereer officer in the Navy Murse Corps, and

the ferm home bulged with all the returnees, including me end my tuo'children, Bob aznd Kay.
Eventuzlly, we a1l found employment and took our place in the communlty in greas swey from the
ferm home, Grerory and Jerome excluded as they begen to work in vsrinership with Dad vhw

supplied s11 of the equipment, o0ill, gasolene gnd expenses involved in farming.
FATHER
To try to sketch personallity plectures of our Dad and Mother meybe isn't possible, but from

my own viewvoint, I will try: I cen remember Ded st ape 30; black heir, hazel ayes,

widow's peak, 5'10" tsll, bustling, loud, sensitive, apprehensive; but an innovster with a

very subtle gense of humor. He couldn't stend gossip, and none of it was sllowed, I recgll
many instances when ge would sttempt to critieize persons, for divorce, theft, poor morals, ete;
snd he would stop it savine, "you don't know the facts®™., Let each person live their own way."
He was community minded——slways willing to help others, Hig politieal 1life, which included
township Chelrmsn for _____ yesrs; member of the County Board; chsirmen of Dsne County Hichwey
Commission, and lester Assemblymsn, wss = means for him to coniribute to the community snd gov't.
Our Ded, like hi= own fether, John Sr,, waes "shesd of his time", He believed there was a better
wey of doing things snd made use of the niversity of Wisconsin Agriculture Extension Dep't.
from the time thet I c¢=n remember, He planned, with the Agriculture experts, the planting

and harvestine of grelins, crop rotstion, snd cere and feeding of ferm animals,

When our bern burned in 1926, there was no fire equipment for the rural srea, and he wordfed to
estehlish Fire Prevention snd control In the community., We hed the first serowelectric windmill
plant in the srea which orovided power for electricity, milking maching, pumplne wster, etc.
until rurel electrificstion waes estsblished in our county.

I alweys felt that nine children were a real problem for Dad., We were indevendent, strong-
willed, and sometimes difficult to marace, Our mother wented us to have sll the educstion vwe
wanted, and Ded felt thet jobs following High school eradustion were s must, especislly for the
giris._ we argued over many of the prohlpms, snd Dad wou]d end up sayinﬂ, "Well ir you inqlst

on bankrunting me, go aheed. Trying to underqtand him, I now reFlize the exnense involved in

the cere end educstion of nine children slong with farm expenses, tresnsportation, medical cere,

and sociel activities, 4lso, he foumd the cetivities of the famlly a triel, having difficulty



with the crowds of youns people who drove out to talk, to perty, etec. Cur mother enjoyed the
young people and their activities in contrast to Dad's stern apprissls end commands..
However, Ded did have 2 sense of humor, and if 1ife wasn't too heectic in the house, he could
enjoy.some of ouf opinions, especislly if theﬁ involved vclitics, nationsl and state and
community effairs. He wes always & problem to wur mother regsrding religious obligations snd
church attendence. He peid the yearly pew rent; assisted the oriest in the building of the
Cetholic church, schook, and perish hall throush committee work and sctusl lsbor, but disliked
the ennusl Eester duty imposed on him, Our mother beeged, pleaded, and ordered until she got
him to meke his yearly confession and communion so that he should remsin sn active, participating;
member of the church with a guarsntee of burial in the Cetholic frith snd cemetery. When we
couldn't get to Mess on Sundeys becguse of westher, or other vs1lid ressons, we kids knelt on
the kitchen floor while our mother led the prayers while preparing the noon mesl. One day Dad
ceme in ond said, "Rose, we need rein badly., Get the kids dressed and give them esch an um
brella, and I'1l drive them to church", He emiled and we 511 felt some relief that things
weren't so serious, and meyhe we weren't doomed, He had s resl aversion to the fonfessionsl
snd T recell him saying meny times, "Rose, I am supporting my family, I haven't killed anyone,
haven't stolen e venny, and I sm not visitine my neichbor's wife-—so why should I bother the
priest, snd anyhow, the confessional box ishot end stuffy,
As the family erew older, snd the education vrocess from grade one throush High school was
completed, he could say that he wished he h.d hed more schooling, especislly when he was in
the Assembly, and later he felt he could heve done more had he had prester educetional oppor-
tunities, when voune, MOTHER

Our mother, Rose, wes an attresctive, classy lady, 5¥,5", lirht brown hsir, fun-loving,
and the 1life of s perty (but so few perties). She loved to dance, sing, was organized and
healthy, emotionslly and phgsically. We chlldren arrived at regul-r intervals, and along
with thistremendous task, she wes a farmer st heart., She was & resl pert oflthe farm end 511
of its work. In fact, I recsll meny people saying thet she could "owt-work" gny farm habd
and still could produce the best dinners in the neighborhood,
Mother helieved in educetion for the rirls os well ss %helboys, and helped in evefy_possible
wey to get us profeseional training, if we wsnted it, She alweys said she wished sﬁe had had
more educstion--ghe would have enJoyed beine s teseher, or __ , that she didn't went to merry

rence
80 younp-but since she did she cslled 1t a committment and made her contribution with dilige




p———

through her family, snd her interest in farming, She had » tremendous drive, strong wiIl - .wer,
and throurh it 211, she kept her sense of humor,

EVRLYY BLASKA OWENS

Evelyn completed grade 8 st Osk Lawn Scbop] in 1923; gredusted from Sun Prairie High School in
19273 end Mount Msry College, Miiwaukee in 1931, There were no jobs so tried a stint with
directing Home T=lent Pleys for a company in Feirfleld, fowe. After three nlays In Minnesots,
(Fertile, Long Prririe; and Three Rivers), I.returned home as T couldn't meke a 1iving. Then,

T epplied for a position as & Csseworker in the Dene County Cutdoor Reiief Department anmd obtsined
the job with help from Ded. The depression wse in full force, and I received $70,00/month, and |
hed to heve = cer. So, with monthly pevments of $20,00, the remsining 350.00 took care of room,
bosrd, snd clothinr, T p-id for the crr on 3-1-34, snd on 3-21-34, had a car-trein zccident,

{no insurance) which kept me out of work for a yesr. The driver of my car, Elsie Frothingham,

wes killed, and Grace Siener, smother passenger, injured. There was no unemployment insursnce,

no gick lesve, and sfter seversl monthe in the hoenltal, had to return home. 1In the winter of
1935, I returned to work, and later worked as e Probetion Gfficer for the Mother's Pencion Dep't.,
I married Jerome A. Owene on 9-3-1938; continued to work for Dsne County Den't of Public Assiss-
tence until World Wer II, Rob (J.A.} had teken flying lessons, snd he 2nd Burt Egen hed owned a
plene, so he and Pert were drafted as Flight Instructors, I followed Bob to Texss (Lamesa) with
B.by Kay, born st St, Mary's Hospitsl on 12-17-42, then to Pittsburg, Kensas where Bob teucht
elider snd smell fichter plane to new Army flicht recruits., By 1945, the U. W. was needlng the
18-yesr old for flicht treining, so he was transferred to Detroit, Michigen to tesch senior high-
schoo? boys. The war ended in Turope in May, 1945, and in August, 1945 in the Pecific, After
starting the Michipen Aviation Company with two other flight 4, snd E, mechenics, he was killed

on 7=15-1946 whicle delivering & new nlene to Pontiac Michigen.. Robert John wss born 1-8-45 in
Detroit, emd@ so with Kay, age 3, =2nd Bbb, age 1 returned home ggain.

After an uncussess™l marrioge to Georre Kohler, I bought s home in Sun Prairie, went to
work for the State Nev't of Public Welfrre (7 yesrs), obtained » Masters degree in soclsl work
from U, of Wis., Madison; became Ass't Sup't =% Girls School, Oregon, =nd then in 1960, accepted
s faculty vosition st the School of Soci=1 Work, Univérsity of Wiséonsin, Madison, and retired

Professor Wmeritus in 19 73 1%



